@Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

May 11, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke:

On April 28, 2017, President Trump signed an executive order directing the Department
of the Interior (DOI) to review where offshore drilling should be occurring and to potentially
start a new 5-year planning process for offshore leasing. As Members of Congress opposed to
new oil and gas leasing off the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, we urge you to continue to adhere to
the recently approved 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program
(Program) and keep the Atlantic and Pacific OCS Regions off-limits to any new oil and gas lease
sales.

The 2017-2022 Program was developed carefully and in full accordance of Section 18 of
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, starting with a Request for Information published on
June 16, 2014, and finishing over two and a half years later with the signing of the Record of
Dectsion on January 17, 2017. During the process, BOEM received over 3.4 million comments
and held 13 public meetings across the country. In recognition of the strong opposition of
residents, businesses, and elected officials along the East and West Coasts, BOEM did not
include any new lease sales in either the Atlantic or Pacific oceans in the final Program.

Opposition to new leasing in the Pacific OCS dates back to the 1969 Santa Barbara
blowout, which killed thousands of birds and marine mammals and blackened the beaches of
Southern California. While the Atlantic seaboard has been spared the direct impact of an
offshore oil blowout, 121 municipalities, over 1,200 elected officials, tens of thousands of
businesses, and hundreds of thousands of fishermen from up and down the East Coast have
expressed opposition to oil and gas leasing or exploration in the Atlantic, in recognition of the
critical role that clean beaches and oceans play in the economy of the entire region.' According
to data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, tourism and fishing on the
East Coast are responsible for over 1.3 million jobs and support a $63 billion economy. On the
West Coast, tourism and fishing support 536,000 jobs and support a $26 billion economy.”
Importantly, these are sustainable industries, able to support jobs and regional economies
indefinitely into the future provided our oceans and coastlines are managed smartly. We do not
believe that new oil and gas exploration or production activity in the Atlantic and Pacific OCS is
compatible with the sustainable coastal economies on which so many of our constituents and
communities depend.

' A more comprehensive list of organizations, towns, and officials opposed to drilling in the Atlantic is available at
hitp:f/usa.oceana.org/climate-and-energy/grassroots-gpposition-atlantic-drilling-and-seismic-airgun-blasting

% National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Economics: National Ocean Watch, available at
https://www.coast.noaa.gov/enowexplorer/#/; accessed March 8, 2017,

1-OCSleasing

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



As you conduct a review of our nation’s existing oil and gas leases, we again strongly
urge you to reject proposals to open the Atlantic and Pacific OCS Regions to new offshore
drilling and exploration. We look forward to working with you during your tenure as Secretary,

and thank you for your attention to this letter.

Sincerely,

)

ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Congress

= (2

ANTHONY BROWN
Member of Congress
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DAVE REICHERT /
Member of Congress

NIKI TSONGAS (/
Member of Congress
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OHN YA?UTH
Member of Congress
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DONALD S:BEYER
Member of Congress
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ANK A. LOBIONDO
Member of Congress

MARK SANFORD
Member of Congress
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SALUD CARBAJAL
Member of Congress
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THOMAS R. SUOZZI
Member of Congress
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MIKE THOMPSON TED W. LIEU .
Member of Congress Member of Congress
FRANK PALLONE, JR. % g VAL BUTLER DEMINGS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RUBEN J. KIHUEN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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AYDENALD MCEACHIN PRAMILA JAYAPA

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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CHARLIE CRIST
Member of Congress
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JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, III
Member of Congress

SUZANNE BONAMICI
Member of Congress

LIA BROWNLEY

DENNY HECK
Member of Congress

JAMES P. MCGOVERN
Member of Congress

RO KHANNA
Member of Congress

DWIGHT EVANS
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ember of Congress
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EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

SCOTT PETERS
Member of Congress

Lk

BRENDAN F. BOYLE
Member of Congress
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ROB%RT C. “gBBY” SCOTT

Member of Congress
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RUBEN GALLEGO <
Member of Congress

NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGA

Member of Congress
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SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

ERINE CLARK
Member of Congress

DiRREN SOTO

Member of Congress
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BRENDA L. LAWRENCE
Member of Congress

GRACHAMENG L~

Membey of Congress

ALTAWSON, JR.
Member of Congress

ED HUFFM
Member of Congress

MICHAEL CAPUANO
Member of Congress
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MARK POCAN
Member of Congress

AMI BERA, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ' Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

Member of Congress mber of Congress
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mber of Congress Member of Congress
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KATHY CASTOR

S$ Member of Congress

ﬁ- er of Congress

Member of Congress
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LOIS FRAN"kEL LUCILLE ROYBAL-
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DAVID PRICE JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress Member of Congress

DIANA DEGETTE

Member of Congress Member of Congrdgs
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ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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EJJ A .
pber of Congress

MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress
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DAVID N. CICILLINE .
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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EITH ELLISON ADAM SMITH
Member of Congress Member of Congress

S BARBARA LEE :d

Member of Congress
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CARO MALONEY
Member of Congress

Membekof Congress
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DORIS MATSUI DANIEL W. LIPINSKI
Member of Congress Member of Congress

WILLIAM KEATING )

Member of Congress

SCHAKOWSKY BILL PASCRELL, JR.
ember of Congress Member of Congress
ADAM SCHIFF LUIS V. GUT[ER éé %?
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSEERGE
Member of Congress

}UéY CHU a

Member of Congiess

JOHN CONYERS

WM. LACY CLA
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
KURT SCHRADER (AOHN GARAMERT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SUZAR D E
Member of Congress
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OHN SARBANES
Member of Congress

IE SPEIER

TED DEUTCH

Member of Congress

PAUL TONKO JA
Member of Congress M

Member of Congress
cc: Walier Cruickshank, Acting Director, BOEM
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PETER WELCH CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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